Patristic and Medieval Christianity
Michiana Covenant Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Peter J. Wallace

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.

Class Schedule Readings
1. January 30 Week One:
1. Introduction: How the Church Grew
2. Overview 30-600 (Political/Ecclesiastical/Geographical)

2. February 6 Week Two: 82p
3. 1 Clement 1 Clement in ECF, 43-73
4. Ignatius/ polity/persecution Ignatius in ECF, 87-93, 102-106, 112-120 (to the Ephesians,

to the Romans, to the Smyrnaeans, to Polycarp); Martyrdom
of Polycarp, in ECF 149-160; Didache in ECF, 171-182

3. February 20 Week Three: 129p
5. Irenaeus and Gnosticism Irenaeus, Against Heresies, 111.16-24, 1V.1-15, 19-26, 37-41
(56p)
6. Hermeneutics & Preaching Melito On Pascha (16p); Origen, First Principles, Bk 4 (46p);
Chrysostom, Homilies 8 and 10 from Matthew (11p)
4. February 27  Week Four: 164p
7. Arius and the Failure of Nicea CLF, 329-345; Athanasius, On the Incarnation, CLF, 55-110)
8. The Cappadocian Solution Gregory of Nyssa, Religious Instruction, CLF 268-325; Basil
the Great, On the Holy Spirit (41p)
5. March 5 Week Five: 77p
9. Christological Controversy Cyril and Nestorius (coursepack & CLF)

10. Monophysites & Monothelites Maximus, Opuscules 7 and 3 (coursepack)

6. March 19 Week Six: 160p
11. Augustine — Life/Confessions Augustine Confessions Bks 1-2, 7-10 (160p)
12. Augustine the Bishop

7. March 26 Week Seven: 164p
13. Monasticism Augustine, Monastic Rules, 50-98, 106-121
14. Hermeneutics Augustine, On Christian Doctrine, books 1 (all), 3 (all),
and 4.12.27-31.64 (pages 3-33, 78-116, 136-169)
8. April 2 Week Eight 125p
15. Eastern Churches— history
16. Eastern Churches— theology John of Damascus & Liturgy
9. April 16 Week Nine 135p
17. Gregory the Great Gregory, Pastoral Rule, parts 1-2, part 3 (prologue & 39-40),

part 4 (55p)
18. Western Christendom to the Carolingians  Rule of St. Benedict, 15-96

10. April 23 Week Ten 148p
19. Investiture Controversy, 1050-1215
20. Monastic Reform through Francis & Dominic Bernard On Conversion & Sermons on the

Song of Songs 1 & 2 (45p); Bonaventure The Mind’s Road to
God (39p); Anselm Cur Deus Homo (54p); Aquinas on the
Eternity of the World (10p)



11. April 30 Week Eleven 115p

21. Papacy/Crusades, 1215-1309 Canons of Fourth Lateran Council (32p); Shinners (25p)
22. Medieval Theology — Will/Power of God (sin) Lombard/Bonaventure/Scotus (58p)
12. May 7 Week Twelve 115p

23. The Babylonian Captivity — 1309-1378 & Monastic Reform
24. Medieval Theology — Justification Oberman, Forerunners, ch 3 (80p);
Oberman, Forerunners, ch 6 (35p)

13. May 21 Week Thirteen 123p
25. The Schism and Conciliarism — 1378-1517
26. Medieval Theology — Scripture/Tradition ~ Oberman, Forerunners, ch 2 (67p)

Medieval Theology — Sacraments Oberman, Forerunners, 243-267
Medieval Heresy Oberman, Forerunners, ch 4 (32p)
Readings: [all books available at bookfinder.com for $5-20 each; many are available as online texts]

Cyril C. Richardson, ed., Early Christian Fathers. (New York: Touchstone, 1996)
[1 Clement, Ignatius, Martyrdom of Polycarp, Didache, Epistle to Diognetus]
Augustine, The Monastic Rules (Hyde Park, NY: New City Press, 2004)
Augustine, On Christian Doctrine (New York: Macmillan, 1958)
Edward R. Hardy, ed., Christology of the Later Fathers (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1954)
[Athanasius, Gregory of Nyssa, and documents]
Augustine, Confessions (Hyde Park, NY: New City Press, 1997) MUST be this edition
Gregory the Great, The Book of Pastoral Rule (St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2007)
Rule of St. Benedict (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1982)
G. R. Evans, trans., Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (New York: Paulist Press, 1987)
St Bonaventura, The Mind’s Road to God (New York: Macmillan, 1953)
Anselm, Why God Became Man (Albany, NY: Magi Books, 1969)
Heiko Oberman, ed., Forerunners of the Reformation (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1981)

Course Pack:

Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book 3, 16-24, Book 4, 1-26, 37-41.

Cyprian, On the Unity of the Catholic Church.

Melito of Sardis, On Pascha.

Origen, First Principles, Book 4.

John Chrysostom, Homilies 8 and 10 from his Matthew sermons

Basil, On the Holy Spirit

Cyril and Nestorius from McGuckin,

Maximus, Opuscules 7 and 3

John of Damascus, The Orthodox Faith

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Aquinas, On the Eternity of the World

Canons of Fourth Lateran Council

Lombard/Bonaventure/Scotus on the Will and Powers of God (Sentences 1.42-44)
Selections from John Shinners and William J. Dohar, Pastors and the Care of Souls in Medieval England
(Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press, 1998).




